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Ty Riztrict Manacer, Phoenix District Gffice, Turean of Land
Management, Phoenix, Arizona

Proms rield Supervisor, Beological Services, ¥, Phoenix, Arizona
epbiect: Rinlogical Mrinion

This is in response to vour regueast of July 3, 1984, for formal Section 7 con-
syltation, as provided by the Endancered Sovecies Act of 1973 {(as amended) on
the Habitat Managerment Plan (HM?) for the Peebles Wavaio Cactus, {Pediocactus
peahlesianus var. peeblesianus), an endandgered species. The EMP is for Rurean
of Land Manaaement (Br#) lands in Mavaio County, Arirzona,

The following hackrsrowmd information and bicological opinien are based on in-
formation furnisheA hy PLM, data in our files, and ronversationg with wvarious
individnale familiar with the species and the proiject site.

Backaround Informatinn

Peahlas Mavaijo Cactus is a sm=ll, obscure cactus known from a few small nopu-
lations in the vicinitv of Holbrook and Joseph Citwv, Navajo County, Arizona,
Pastricted to A svecific soil type and flat or slightly slowinc terrain, the
cactug is limited to a small geographic area within the region. “ore specific
infermation or the habitat requirements and the presentlv known distribution
of this cackns can be found in the Peebles Wavalo Cactus Recovery Plan
{(phillins et, al. 1984},

Of the known distribution, 70% of the habitat is on private or State of Arie
zona lands. The remaining 30% is on BLM land. Gravel mining operations, con-
struction astivities, trampling bv livestock, Off-Road Vehicle (CRV) use, il-
lagal collection, and possible predation by rodents and lagomorphs are the
major threats to hoth Individual cacti and their habitat,
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Tn the ®ecovery Plan, the BIM was assigned certain tasks and responsibilities
to promote the recoverv of the cactus, The HEMP was developed to address these
specific tasks on the 420 acres of BLM land that contains either pooulations
of the cactus or potential habitat. tlanned actions under this HMP are:

1. Construction of a 30 acre exclosure around the 2 populations of
Peehles Mavajo Cactuys known to occur on BLM land to nrotect the cacti
from livestock and OFV use,

2. Withdrawal of a 420 acre parcel under the nining laws to nrotect the
cactus ané ite hahitat from surface Adlsturbances associated with nining
operations.

2. 2 1) vear monitoring program of populations on BLM land to provide
information of life history and porulation trends of the cactus,

4. Bn extenslve inventorv of TIM lande within potential Peebles Navalo
Cactus habitat to attemnt to locate other ponulaticons of the cactus, Any
new nopulations wonld be managed under the HMP,

5. A proaram of aerial surveillance to monitor human use of the 420 acre
parcel for sians of illegal collecting and extensive ORYV use.

&, Maintenance of axisting fence linee to disgourage ORV access to the
parcel. Tf aerial surveillance showe considerahle 0PV use of the narcel,
a closure will be considered.

7. Fecal analysis nf both lagomorrh and rodent samvles to determine the
imrortance of Peehles Navaio Cactus in their diets.

8. Betention by BLM of title to all public lands with suitable habitat
for Pashles Navadjo Cactus and consideration of accuisition through
exchanae of adjacent state or private lands containing populations of the
cactus,

Riological Opinion

Tt is our biological oninion that implementation of this HMP is not likely to
jeopardize the Peebles Mavajo Cactus, but will promote the conservation of the
snecies and, therefore, constitute a beneficial action.

Further consultation iz not required on this 9MP unless new species are listed
that ocour within the 3¥F area, new information becomes available that reveals
impacts not considered in this oninion, or the area is not withdrawn from
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onerstion of thae minine lars, Anv activity inveolving mining claims or operaw
tions that would result in any surface disturbance wonld he subiect teo Section
7 rongultatior on that soecific sotivity.

e thank you for vour interest in conserving endangered and threatened
sneaisg,

co: Dirsctor, Arirons OGane and Pieh Dapartment, Phoendx, Arirona
nirector, 79, Tarshinaton, D.C. {(OF%)
Pagional Dirseotor, 708, Albuouer-me, Yew Yexico {AHT)
nagional Director, VS8, Albusmerque, New “exico (77)
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